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to a class of disciples.    After this he had taken
an-advanced pupil  in  his  lesson.    This  pupil's
name was Sesha.    He was the beloved disciple of
the ascetic, as this man himself had been of his
predecessor's.    The ascetic had selected Sesha
with great care to satisfy a standard which would
have been  approved by  his  dead master, with
the intention  that the boy should succeed him.
That day, as usual, Sesha sat up with a book and
began to read.    He would read the text and then
the commentary.    If  he  felt  any  difficulty  he
might put a question.    If the  teacher  felt   that
the subject required further elucidation, he would
intervene.    This was  the  procedure.    When he
had read some passages Sesha came upon the
text: ' " No  matter  how aged, no matter how
wise, no matter how great an ascetic, the pleasures
of the senses attract a man."    The pleasure here
referred to is understood as that produced by the
charm of woman.    On   hearing   the  text,   the
ascetic observed;    " So we have come to  this
verse ?    I  have often thought that the statement
was not correct and that the real ascetic need not
fear what is called the charm of women.    Vyasa
made this statement, and I am afraid, he was.
thinking of himself.    I have seen an ascetic who
need not have dreaded women's charm*    Correct